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_ , VT 13925 
Attorney Docket No. _ 



IN THE UNITE&.STATES PATENT AND TOADKM AR KA 1 hVii IK 
COMBINBDWPATlAT3i)N ANU FO WliK OF ATTORNEY 

as a below named iuvemm, I hereby declare that* my residence, poat office address and citizenship as 
SLd^law next to my name; that I verily believe that I am the origina^ and »^ v ^<rf ^ 
one name is listed below) or a joint inventor (if plural inventors are named helnw) nt the subject matter 
which is claimed and for which d patent is sought on the invention entitled: 

IMAGE CODING METHOD AND APPARATUS AND 
IMAGE DECODING METHOD AND APPARATUS 

the specification of which 

(ctedecw) D its jUted i cd Un d o. 

H was filed on March 7, 2002 • 



as U-S, Application Serial No- _ 10/092^205 

□ was filed un - 

as VCV tatwnoafiDnal Application No. PCT / 



and (if applicable) was amended on _ 



I hereby state that I have reviewed and understand the contents of the above^iitentified specification, 
faniiirfting the claims, as amended by any amendment referred to above 

I acknowledge the duty to disclose information known to me which b material to the examination of this 
application in accordance with Title 37, Code of redend Itegulationa, §§ 1.56(a) and (b), which scare: 

(a) A patent by its very natnr* is attested with a paihlic interest. The public imprest Is best 
served . and the most effective p axem examination occurs when, ar the time an appliPdiuu * beius 
examined, die Office b aware of and evaluates die teachings of all information material to 
patentability. Bach individual associated with the filing arid prosecution of a patent application has 
a duty of candor and good feith in dealing with the Office, which includes a duty to disclose, to ttw 
Office all information known to ihat individual to he material to patentability as defined in this 
section. The duty to disclose information exiSB wittt respeci to each pending claim uutfl the claim 
is cancelled oi widxdrawu ftom consideration, or the application becomes abandoned. Information 
material to the patentability that is cancelled or withdrawn, from consideration need not be 
submitted if die information is not material to the patentability of any claim remaining muter 
consideration in tta applirarinn. There ia no duty to submit information Which is not manorial to 
the patentability of any existing claim. The duty to disclose all information known to be naacrial 
to paicuiabflily is dccuied lu be satisfied if all information known to be material to patentability of 
any claim issued in a potent was cited by the Office or submitted to die Office in the manner 
prescribed by §§ 1.97(bMd) and 1.98. Howkvpt, no patent will he granted cm an application in 
mnnecfann with which ttanil on the Office was practiced or anempmd or the duty of disclosure was 
violated through bad faith or intentional iinsuiuducL The Office encourages applicants to caicfany 
examine; 

(1) prior art cited in sfarnh reports of a inreign patent ottice in a counterpart application, 
CD the closest information over which individuals associated with die filing ux pxuwcuiiou 
uf a patent application believe any pending claim patcntably defines, to make sore that; any 
material information contained therein is disclosed to the Office. 
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(b) Under lab sccliuu, iufounaUon is material to patentability when it ia not cwnnlfltive to 
information already of record or being mode of record in the application, and 

(1) It establishes, by its«lf nr m comhlnarinn witn other information, a prima facie case of 
ospaieiaabiliQr of a claim: or 

(2) It refutes, or is inconsistent who, a position die applicant takes in: 

0) Opp osing °" argument of unpatentability relied on by the Office, or 
00 Asserting an argument of patentability. 

A prima fauie case of unpatentability is established when mc information compels a conclusion that 
a claim is unpatentable under the preponderance of evidence, burden-of-proof standard, giving 
each term in die claim its broadest reasonable, cwnstrnction consistent with the specification, and 
before any consulwhon « given tn evidence Which may be submitted in an attempt to ewabhsh a 
contrary conclusion of patentability." 

I hereby claim foreign priority benefits under 35 United States Code, § 119 and/or f 365 of any foreign 
application(c) for patent or inventor's certificate listed below and have also idenhfwrt betnw any foreign 
abdication for patent or inventor's certificate filed by me or my assignee disclosing toe subject rnaoer 
claimed in this application and having a filing dan (1) before dial of ihc application on which priority is 
dbuuied, oi (2) If no priority claimed, before (he filing of this application: 

PBTflR VORKIKN AFFULATlONfSl 

Dart First Daw 

Filing Date Lalii-opeacr Patented PihjiUjr 

thmber OoucBfY IDw/MonfWecri published or Grained Cbirowtt 

2001-064810 Japan 8, March, 2001 Yes 



I hereby claim the benefit under 35 United States Code, § 119(e) of any United States provisional 
application^) listed below: 

Application Number Filing Daw ■ 



I hereby claim the benefit uudei Tide 35, United States Code, §120 of any United States appKcation(s) 
listed below and, insofar as the subject mater of each of the cla i ms of this application is not disclosed in 
doe prior United States application in the manner provided by the first paragraph of Tide- 35, United States 
Code, §112, 1 acknowledge the dirty to dwrinse information Which is material to patentability as defined in 
Title 37. Code of Federal Regulations, § 1.56(a) which became available between the ffliug date of ihe 
prior application and Ihc national or PCT international filing date of this application: 

PRIOR U.S. OR PCT AFPLiCATlUNfS) 

Application No. Piling Date Status 

(ftayfiMUhQtaii (pending, abandoned, granted) 
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I hereby declare that all soranents made herein of niy own knowWge ate true and that ell 

Stttion and. belief aw believed to be true; and farther ^^^ZT^^tT^ 
fcctaowlcdge that wilful fnlee statements and the like so made are prrmshable by «ne or mipruattme^or 
b^StefeeSon 1001 of Title 18 of die. United State* rode at* that such Wilful false statements may 
jeopardize me validity ot the application or any patent issued thereon. 

I hereby auuuuu 0* Mowing patent agents with full power of substitution, ossoeiation a^Kve^onto 
promote SL application md/or taemanonal application and to transact *H bwme.« m the Patent and 
Trademark Office connected tiberewifti: 

Ralph A. DoweU (Reg. No. 26868) 



HI K ASF SEND CORRESPONDENCE TO: 



Dowcil & Dowcll, T.C. 
Suite 309 

1215 Jefferson Davis Highway 
Arlington, Virginia 22002 
U.S.A. 

Telephone (703) 415-255^ 
Facsimile (705)415-2559 



1. INVENTOR'S SIONA' 
Inventor' s Name: 




Country of Citizenshn>:_ 



Koto 



Japan 



Date: 



AKIYDSHI 



(Family Name) 



Residence: 



Post Office Address:^ 



Tcfcvo. Japan 



(CXiy, Prnviiwe. Country) 
1-7-3, A^d m-iabaa. Mipato-fa. T okyo 106-0045, Japan 



2. lNVKNlOK'S SIGNATURE: 



Inventor's Name; 



Country of Citizenship: 




Nobno 



AKIYOSHI 



(FirsO 
Japan 



(Middle imnalj 



(Family Name) 



Residence: 



Post l mice Address;. 



1-7-3, Azabu-iuban. MinanHku. ToRvo 106 -0043, Japuu 



0«Rd; 92537-27 



